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,rn, 4 Jw,tw<·, J , Agrl('ultuH:', ] 
It,, 1.,I, ~t.,tt- J J or I 2 ( d1,p11kd). 

tFOR 

su..-a111 of 111utonsti. d1ovt' slow!~, 
tl11 g,,t..-~ of dw ~111okt- Twt· Ha11d1 

'.il11, ',1,1111)-',~ ( ,;,ld . t·111iouh !wads 
11g uut J 11 gl1111p!>t' o f J'Jt·,1tlt-11 t 

11l11,w t· 1 All tlw) ~ul WJ> u11 ol·t ·J · 
.1I quid l,,111' a~ wl1,•1J Ii<: t'11w 1gt'd 
lt.-1,J ',111,d,, y :.t-nitt~ ut tlw L11111 · 

,it y ClwJ< I, 
,1- .ht',Hlt:111 Ii.id !>i.liJ tl1ut li t' w,rnti--J 
111,plt'I,· V,H ,di1111 du111,g l,i, \bJ I to 
l-'.d,11 ~Jnlllgs l,1111w of J',1111 I J.-1111~ , 

rd, 1, J'Jf J 

"itl1 1101H' of tlw prnnp and pro toc.:ol o l 
p.11 til', .111d 11 ·t'1·ptio11 lin<'s . Al the re­
q1ll' , I ol \l.1\01 Flo1i .111 Boyd , the re was 
110 clt,pby ol h1111ti11g or fl ags. Some cars 
l>o r(' " I S t il l L ike Ike" s tick<>r~ • 

Ui. 11111•01111.-.I ll1•1111ltlic•n11: T h e so­
l'Lil h-.1dn~ and the loc.:al polit icos re ­
rnai11ed on the a lert, just in case :-.fr . 
Ei,1·11liower c.:ha ngl·cl h is mind , h u t he 
re111.1i1w<l i11 ~eclmio11. 10 11 , i\k ou gh , 
who aid h w , a ··young H puLlu.: .111, " 
wa~ disappoin t d : •• 1 came c..luw11 he re 
hoplll/4 to see hi m, but th y' re keepi ng 
l im under loc.:k and k v." 

J h J-'remJen t' s on ol-fic i, I . pp , 1 , 11 • 

va, a l d ie T .i lll J J 1:.k ·ountry 'lnu, 
vlwre h P ioi11ell w 1tl1 c; hampion lii-11 
Hol! n . Stu.delwker ho.ml <·haim1nn ul 
H ujj1u u1, ,mJ Uclrni. lor g 11 . Prf!s<i nnd 
p1d,lH \\!· 11 · pn1111tt.-d to wa tc h the l' res• 
id,·111 li t his lavo11 te sport. " I liked h im ," 
~aid Huy Sa11d1· 1:,, M r . Ebe11howt1r's 
t'..idd~ . " He's a fui. t u11d i.e1im1~ player." 

Al tl11J11gli u !ipt-d~.I liil- li.'!'' :,wi t<" hho~ rd 
w,1, :,1·! up 011 the- ra11d i - all t! ·pe11s1vt1 
de, t'lopmeut of !>0111c 50 hon 1es - the 
1'1 nid1 ·11t trie:-1I to ~lay as far t1way from 

\ Vhit c [lo use ro ut inP as po~,iblc. He 
sig n<' cl som e m inor hills. i,s ued the st:1te­
me n l cl efl'ncli11 ~ Chie f J11,ti ce E..irl 
W a rre n ( sec p agl' HJ ). read clispatcht.-s 
fl own from \ Vash i11~to11 . .incl rel.Lxt.-<l. 
Al 111 gl1l , th rC' \\ ,1, lui k • L h 1 

f1 j ncl ,C'O I g<' 11 
N u Polll l c•ul Tnlk : "\ Ve h.1H' 11·t dis­

cussed po liti cs," snitl Hofim;rn. who w;is 

responsible for the P resident's Califomia 
trip, " an<l the re 's no political signific-.\oce. 
I love the deser t and rw wante<l the 
Presiden t to come out here for a long 
time. You don't have to tt·st the Presi­
dent's convictio ns." 

e verthd ess, the P resident's Califor­
nia friends were iclt•ntified with the lih­
ernl wing of the GOP ;mt\ some ol them 
were known to be e.1~t'r for a cha1\Ct} to 
a rgue with t r. E ht•nho,n•r ah,1ut ..omc 
of his policies. T ht1y 1).ntit:ul.uly w.mtctl 
to urge bolller untirt'Ct'ssion 11\t'.uures. 

ucution or not , tht' 50 sunbun""1 
correspondents CO\'t'ri11~ thl" Presi<ltmt 
took note of host l lt·hn-' pn11ni11t'll\." llS 
mi\li1111,1il'e oo\a,r. ··This," thc, y pumled, 

"is the Eis-,nhowtlr h~1l." 
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PAUL GRAY HOFFMAN 

STRICT LY PERS ONAL 

Dear Ike: 

1500 El Mirador Drive 
Pasadena 3, California 
September 11, 1952 

Come November 5th you should be en route to 
some att r active place for a real rest prior to assuming 
your respons ibilities. May I suggest that the Smoke 
Tree Ranch, which is located near Palm Springs, 
California, would be the ideal spot. Until you tell 
me that you will not be able to use it, I will keep 
available for you, Mamie and her companion a very at­
tractive cott age complete with servants, etc. We can 
also accommodate at the ranch any reasonable number of 
additional staff members, secret service men, etc ., you 
would require. 

Every recreational facility would be available 
to you, but I rather imagine your attitude after the 
campaign would be somewhat similar to that of the war 
veteran from Korea who said, when asked what he wanted 
to do as soon as he got home, nI am going to buy myself 
a rocking chair , sit in it, and at the end of the month 
start rocking . 11 

P.S . Please tell Mamie I will see that she has a very 
good time while you are sitting. 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
60 Morningside 
Morningside Heights, New York 
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999 Linda Vista Avenue, Pasadena 3, Califor~ia 



PAUL GRAY HOFFMAN 

January 21, 1954 

Dear Mamie: 

Even a great general makes a mistake in 
tactics now and then. It is therefore understand­
able that I whose highest military rank was that 
of first lieutenant should be guilty of this error. 
I am speaking of my campaign to get the Eisenhowers 
to the desert. The mistake I made was taking up 
this question with the General instead of the General 's 
wife. In my 1954 campaign I wtll not repeat that 
mistake . 

Smoke Tree Ranch, where we have our winter 
home, is quiet and there are two or three charming 
women there and close by, including Mary Allen, who 
are under the delusion that they are excellent canasta 
players. What I am saying is that there is some easy 
money at Smoke Tree . 

Seriously, it would be wonderfvl if you and 
the President could get out some time this Spring, and 
I hope that you will be willing to take over the cam­
paign for me. If you do, I know success will be ours. 

Along with your many other accomplishments, 
I note by the morning paper that yov are a great bottle 
smasher . Congratulations! 

I am hoping to broach the subject of a 
western trip to t he President soon. Therefore there 
ie no time to lose. 

Affec tionately .yJure, 

/w~ 



,druarv 25, 1954 

Dear DOrothv a.nd Paul, 

What a perfectlv d1lfght,tul surprt•e to open vour 
package and ftrw. 11our beautf,tu.l al bum and cand.JI boz ftll ,d 
wtth th, WJtngle Jangl•••• Th, fact that vou ma, th• 
coP,r of the book your••ll over~elma m., - tt •how, 
tra,ndoua aktll - a.nd I do hop, all of lk• '• ptctur•• 
turn out wll ao that .,. can ftll all of th• pag••• 'l'M 
WU1Bual pattern of th, fa.brtc ratnd•d u of tM ci .. ert 
color, a.nd mete Me a lUtle hom.t11tck to be back at Smolt1 
rr... And how -11ou • ,v,r. mno.ged. to -.ake .. o. ,,coffs• ttn tnto 
auch • e111 ·attNctti,, boz ': f r.>Ul n,i,,r 1'no11, but 11ou m11 b• 
~r• 1 that tt wUl be. UIBd for M,lJ favortt, BWHta. I •hall 
al~ya rem.elllb•r 11ou.r •tor11 about tM ·.IMtan J•wlrv - ond 
how ft WB mact. - and ' I CaMOt tell I/OU , ho"1 IIUCh fun tt 
wn• to open a.ll of tM ,ltttl• carBJ'U,llu .,,-apped package•; 
ft ·~ a.laoat ltlt• Chrhtm.11 

w, mt•• 11ou tkX> - and Smcke Tru Ranchi It now,,,,,.,. 
as though we had nei,er been Q.11Ja]I. As aoon a, I return.cl 
horns tt was n11cesao.r11 for 11UI to leave for an offtctal lun­
cheon at the Congreaatona.l Club - and then I com. dor.n wtth 
a bad throat soon a,.ft,r -- probably becnus• I ws so ttred 
a,.fter our ntoht fltght. At the luncheon, I acw Pat Nt:eon 
and gave her all sorts of mtJssagH that I ptcked up fro,. 
Caltfornfo frtenda. She wa looktng uer11 swet and prett11, 
a.a uau.al. 

I shall never forget r,,hat fun we had at the part11 tn 
I/OW- home - and hor., won4er.fu.l tt kOB to au and 'Met all 
of uour ,o'ns, daughters, tn-law and gro.ndchtldren of the 
Ho/,f'trrm• and the Helm. Let us hop• that all thetr Kodak 
ptctur,, th,v took of our group wr• good.. Ike, Nother and 
I carrted RWall a untal tno.g• of 11our l0Pel11 hou, and tt 
made us long /or our farm tn Oett111bu.rg ltJhtch w lov, and 
'" &Mfch r.c,, hav• spent so ltttl• U,u. Tou both wr• dear• 
to har,e ,aacu our Colffornta i,acotton auch a 1U1110rabl1 ou ""19 

and "'' oan never thank vou ,nough for JIOW- monv, 110J1b 



;. •. 

lt"tth l ov,, 

p.s. Wtll long r«nemb•r ih• gorgeo~ .uon.a 11ou orra.ng•4 
to have hung out for u.al .·. \• ... :1 .· ..... , .. . • •~. 

Am at(JIJtng ab•tl t oaa.11 a.nd GIA r11CJd.tng a book calld 
•Jw.1fl1d P.tttcoat DaJJ• • bl/ ·BlancM OrQJJ, a .t~r11 of Mr 
earl JI -da11a tn Los Angel••• 'l'll•ll bought ·a dat1 ranch at , , 
Indto •- I can ptcture the ~ol• countr11 now ~hat 1 111• • 
been ther, • . r,ie author of iht• bo~ •~nt u• o cop11 .~t , 
SmtJ>re 'l'ree. I hope JJOU. can get tt ·.__ ·i11, pub)tahsr• a.r, 
MJ.rrc.v and O.e, me., Culver Ctt11,- eoloradte• ~, 

Lf-,~4 0 •• • • 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hof fmt)Jl 
Smoke 'I'ree Ran.ch 
Paln-. Sprtngs, Cal tforn ta 

.. .. 

',. 4 ,,· .... 
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THE WHITE HOVSE 
WASH I NG TON 

Augu1ta, Georgia. 
April 14, 1954. 

Dear Paul: (A teet campaign, but lt 
sounds fine) 

--rt·· )( 

I find new facete to the Paul Helms life 
every day. I didn't know you had in your 
Foundation a collection of the Presidents 1 

autographs. Someday I think )'OU will 
have to invite me to see them. 

Did I ever tell you that you are much 
too wonderful to us all? 

Sincerely, 

P. 5 .: With admirable restraint, 
I haven't mentioned where we pre1ently 
are. 

P.S.II. I ehowed the BoH your letter. 
You might a1 well know that I tell him 
everything. 

pPf Bo! qrcl 
\ 

RECEIVEO 
APR 2 6 1954 
CENTRAL FILES 
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Right to Your Door! 

HELMS OLYMPIC BAKERIES 
Bakers of Helms Olympic Bread 
The Bread of Olympic Champions 

of the 

PRESIDEN TS 

From the Helms Collection of original presidential signatures, 
autographs and medals of American Presidents 

Displayed in the Founder's Room of Helms Hall of the 

Helms Athletic Foundation, 8760 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles 

You are welcome to visit Helm., Hall n,ery day, 
Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to S p.m. 
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to l p.m. 
Monday and Thursday tvning1, 7 to 9 p.m. 

ADMISSION FREE 
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h Por traits, ·d The HELMS COLLECTION of Original A u tograp 8
' f A erican Presi ents 

_____ _:a: n~d...:M~ e~d~a;t:s _'.0~:::,.:m:_::.:...-------

Made available to the public by the Helms American Foundation, the 
Helms Collection of original autographs, engraved portrai~s and 
medals of the Presidents is presented to stimulate an interest in our 
American heritage. Few Americans realize that the United States has 
the oldest established and unaltered form of government in the civi­
lized world. In the storms and changes it has weathered, t hese men 
have been its leaders. In the pages of history some of their names 
have become covered with glory ; others have dimmed with the pass­
ing years. This collection will serve to remind us that they all were 
men - living, working Americans, on whom the great responsibility 
of leadership rested. 

Since he knows of only one other collection of this kind (the collec­
tion owned by Yale University), the owner of this collection, Mr. Paul 
Helms, felt that anything so rare and of such interest to Americans 
should be made available for everyone to see. At considerable expense 
and over a period of years, it was brought together by a well-known 
professional collector of letters and documents of famous American 
people. Each frame contains the original autograph of one of t he 
Presidents, his portrait and two of the Presidential Medals, framed 
to show both the obverse and the reverse. 

The autographs have come from official documents, letters and cards. 
In many cases, such as that of Wilijam Henry Harrison, whose signa­
ture is extremely rare, they have been obtained only after <:iiiigent 
search. Those who see an interpretation of character in handwriting 
will note the even balance of J efferson's signature, the bold strokes of 
fiery Andrew Jackson, the slashing script of Grant and the scholarly 
penmanship of Woodrow Wilson. 

.d nt is made during his term of 
. f ch Pres t e Th 

A gra ved portrait o ea . . the Treasury Department. e 
n en E a vmg 1n th B 

ffi by t he Bureau of ngr b n made are used by e ureau o ce f have ee . 
dies from which these proo 5 bonds and other official govern-

. • t ·ng currency, .ted St.ates 
of Engraving tn pnn I S to r of the Um was pre-

I each ena h . the ment papers. F ormer Y, tra it proof s , s ue as are m 
t f these por . • L--

sented with a full se O f some years this practice l l.4-:> been 
Helms Collect ion. How.ever , ~r ome rarer each year. 
discontinued, and th.e pictur:~s :ade by the United St.ates Mint at 

The commemorative .med ' . origin. In the early days of our 
Philadelphia, have an mteres t ing enter ed into with the Indian tribes. 
nation, when a t reaty of peaced wa\h a m edal from the Great White 
the Chief would be presente w1 they became known as the 

. W h . gton F or this reason 
Father m as m •. p ·d nt's p icture on one side and 
" Peace Medals," carrying the reSl e 

h th mbol of peace the crossed tomahawk and peace on t e reverse e sy • . _, . 
pipe. In time the medals lost their original .purpose and now- are issued 
as a commemorative medal for each President. 

The Vice -Presi dents of the United States 
John Adams (F ) ...... .... . 1789•97 ... . Ma.ss. Wllllam A . Wheeler ( R.) . ... lfl14 . ... . ll.T. 
Thomas Jet'ferson ( D-R) .. . . 1797-1801 .. . . Va. •Chest.er A . Arthur CR.I .. .. . . IDl--1$ ... .. N.T. 
Aaron Burr (D-R) . ........ . 1801-0S . . . . . N .Y. ni.omas A . Hendricb f Dl .. . 1115-8 .. ... Ind. 
George Clinton ( D-R) . ..... 1805-13 .... . N .Y . Levi P . Morton ( R.) . . .. . .. .. Ult-SS ... .. N.T. 
Elbridge Gerry ( D-R ) .. . . .. 1813-17 . .. . Mass. Adlai E. S~ t D ) ... . . 1&11-ff .. .... llL 
Danlel Tompkins (D-R) ... . 1817-25 ..... N.Y . Garttlt A.. Hobart ( Jl) ... . .. taf-Uat . .. lf..l. 
John C. Calhoun (D-R) . .. . . 1825-33 ... .. S .C. •Theodore Roosit<oielt f R.l . . .. t•-415 . .... N.Y. 
Martin Van Buren ( D J ... .. 1833-31 . .... N.Y . Chas. W . hirbMlll:s ( RI ... . ..... .. ... IM. 
Richard M. Johnson ( D ) . . .. 1837••1 ..... . Ky. James s . Sber-man (ll) . . . . . ·•--u ... . . N.T. 

•John Tyler ( W ) ... . .... . . .. 11141-45 . . .... Pa. 
Ceorce M. Dallas ( D ) . ... . . 1845•49 ... . .. Pa. 

•Millard F lllmon, (Wl . . ..... 11149-53 .. ... N.Y . 
William R. ltlnc ( D ) ....... 1853-51 .... . ALa. 
John C. Brec:klnrictce ( D ) ... 1857-61 ...... Ky. 
Hannibal Hamlin (R) ...... . 1861-65 . . . .. . Me. 

•Andrew Johnson ( R ) . .. .. . 1865-69 "'---Sc ... . .... u ... 
H huyler Colfax (R ) . . .. .... 1869-73 .... . Ind. 

enry Wilson ( R ) •• . . ... . .. 1813-TT . .. . !llass. 

Thomas R. Manball tD) ... . uu...n ... . . l'nll.. 
•Calvin~ ( R.) .. . ~- - .. lSll-Z . . . _.__ 
Charles G . Dawa (Ill ... . . . tszs..a ...... DL 
Charles Curtis ( & ) • ••• • •• • •• ·~ - ••• ICM. 
John N. C- to) ..... . .. tm-41 .. . .. 'In. 
Henry A . W.U- (OJ ... ... ltu-45 .. ..... a.. 

•Hany S . nu- ( D ) . . .... lkS-0 ...... .... 
Alben W. 8arttlQ ( D ) .. . •.. 190-SI . .. .. .6.¥. 
Richard Ill(. N1xon (lit.) . •••.. 1153 .. .. Calif. 

•Succ.edecl lo the Prat~ cludnc Ille ---
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br ry 27 • 1954 

ON ID N Tl.AL 

o{ h t you t 11 me about your eight on F bruary fir ■ t, 

dh oura d in my ffortl to I t you down to rea•onable 
I th lnk h d b tter call off our arranaement for the 

li y ou want to atart lt again, all you have to do h 
t b y Apr il fir 1t you have lo•t ten pound• of your 

nt i ht There h no Hn1e at all ln keeping a r cord of 
arch flr 1t becau•e you haven't been tryina. However, I 

l a d t o renew the arranaement at any time you are really 
o n a t o put your heart into it. 

T p per• have made quite a •tory out of Sid buying a lot of 
York Central stock. Yesterday he was quoted a• aayin&, 

" t • e ttina to be terrible when a man can't invest ten million 
dolla r without caualng a lot of fuu and talk." I thouaht Sid 

a amarte r than that. Ten million dollars will make a fuse 
no m a tter wh a t you do with it. 

• you can w ell imagine, ihe fight over control of the New York. 
C ntr ha• gotten atiff enough that the well-meaning, voluntary, 

vi re - - t o say nothing of the plain 101sips-- have been 
ing m many stories about it. When I see you, I'll tell 
bout them. 

Glv m y ov . t o Mary, and remember that I will be expectin1 you 
by noon of th sixth. 

A1 ever, 

. All n 

i 
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February 16, 195•. 

Dear Paula I , 

Throuah Milton I have heard a 1reat deal about a man named 
Ed1ar Kaufmann, of Pittaburah. . ~ believe he l ■ ■tayin1 in the 
Palm Spr ln11 area. 

The purpo1e of thb note l1 to 1u11e•t that providin1 you bow 
him and like him and lt could be conveniently arran1ed, I would 
like to m eet him brlefiy. By DO mean• do I propo1e that you 
1hould a r ranae & party. My thou1ht would merely be that if he 
happen• to belong to the 1ame 10U club you do, we ml1ht a1k him 
to have lunch with ua one day between nine1, or perhap1 for a 
chat before o r after 1olf -• anythin1 of that 1ort. 

U you do not know him, plea•• do nothin1~ 

We &re leavin1 here tomorrow afternoon, and lt ii poulble 
I may 1ee you before you 1ee thia note. I don't 1uppo1e that 
will do much damaae . 

R.ound here thoa e of u• who &re comlna to California tomorrow 
afternoon are about a• excited a• & bunch of 1chool children 1oln1 
on their fir1t picnic. I 1uppo1e everybody will foraet to brln1 
their 1andwiche•. 

Olve my love to Dorothy and your nlce family. 

A■ ever, 

P. S. : Tb• only bad part about thll trip l1 the 1en1e of 
embarra••ment I have ln drlvin1 Paul Helm1 out of bl• bome. 
Nevertbele•• I un 1oln1 to do my beat to ■tay tbr0\a1h aext 
Moncky and •· U m.lraculou1ly I c~ •· even tbro1a1h T~••day. 
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February 24, 1954. 

22, Did Helen mention above arrived from California 7 :45, 
in office 8 : 25. 

2 3 . Letter to Pug Ismay thanking him for NA TO tie. 

24. Birthday letter to John Foster Dulles 

25. Letter to E. Roy Fitzgerald. 

26. President sent C.D. Jackson's report on Berlin Conference 
to Sec. of State to be studied on a confidential basis, and comments 
returned to him. Said Mr. Jackson was a "dreamer -- that report 
did not suggest practical things like sending so much money some 
where, or so much material some other place." 

27. Letter to Mr. George J. Bernier thanking him for 24 cans of beer 
(beer discreetly not mentioned) - friend of Bill Murray. 

28. Letter to Richard Harkness about reaction of son to going to Kansas 
son said "Tell the President he has just made me a Democrat." 

29. Letter to John Lodge thanking him for stand on Bricker amendment. 

30. Birthday letter to Tex Lee's Dwight E. Lee 

31. Letter to Charles Hook saying that Fred Crawford will 
get in touch with him re chairmanship of Ohio Republican Finance Committee. 

32, Sent Roy Howard's letter re Taft Hartley and postal rares to 
Governor Adams and General Persons and his group. 

33. Asekd Ambassador Lodge to talk to Se·c. Army Stevens re 
his suggestions McCarthy hearing. 
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Wednesday, Feb. 24, 1954 

1. R turn d from alm Springs, 7:45 a. m. 

2. Thanked Dr . Burns for book collection of his essay s . 

3. Thanked Cass Canfield for "The American President" &, in advance of 
receipt, for "The Taft Story." "The Am. Pres." sent to Sgt. Moaney. 

4 . Thanked Mr. Koegel for book "Walter S. Carter." 

5. Acknowledged Gov. Aronson's ltr -- looks forward to seeing him in April. 

6. Message to Brother William, Baltimore, greetings on centenary of 
Brothers of St. Francis Xavier. 

7. Letter to Secy. Mitchell, re his ltr to Governors on Modernizing 
unemployment insurance. 

8 . Message to Citizens of Gila County (Ariz.) on occasion of Community Fair 
(request of Sen. Goldwater -- approved by Jim Hagerty) 

9 . Letter to Geo. C. Handy, Pub., The Ypsilanti Press, on 50th anniversary 
( request of Jim Hagerty) 

10 . 

1 1. 

12 . 

13 . 

14. 

15. 

16 . 

17 . 

18 . 

19. 

Letter to Judge Gilliam, Nat'l Council of Juvenile Court Judges, Denver, 
for their meeting in Belgium. 

Noted letter from Lord Ismay telling of NA TO approval of Adm. Wright 
to succeed Adm. McCormick 

No ted Secy. Dulles' memo of conversation, Berlin, Feb. 13th. 

Accepted Dean Clarence Manion' s resignation. 

L uncheon guest, Secy. Dulles. 

(3:30) 
Pres. personally signed & sealed large envelope, sent to Secy. Dulles. / 

Le tter to Harry Harrison, get-well wis_hes, at request of MDE. 

Letter to Winthrop Aldrich on Randall Comm.is sion __ prepared by 
Dr . Hauge. 

Noted Chip Bohlen's akknowledgment of Feb. 6th letter. 

Not e d State Dept. corrected press releases to Nehru. 

20. 
Approve d telegram to Lee Beaird on occasion of Testimonial Dinner to 
Secy. B e n s on tonight. 

21. 
N oted Sec y. Wil s on's memo re establishment of 5 new air bas ..... _,.,_. 

l'r;-- i,' I 

' .J, - - ,-

' •••t i~i--:: I 

~-~ -



I 

• 

F bru ry 25, 1954. 

16. Thank d Gen ral Wickersham for copy of limited 
dition of book on "The Olive Branch" Petition, 

17. Letter to Paul Hoffman ,to thank him for Palm 
Springs vacation. 

18 . Letter to Paul and Mr s . H e lms to thank them. ~ 

19 . Letter to Wilki e Bush.by re tax proposal. 

20. Letter to Ar thur Hill. 

21. M e ssage to American Association for the United Nations 

22. Told Bill Draper he should bring any military people 
travelling on orders back from Puerto Rico when 
plane touches there on way back from Caracas. 

23. Told Bill Robinson bridge game was on for March sixth . 



F ebruary 25, 19 54. 

1. L ette r to Harry M. Warner thanking him for ,/ 

letter o f W elcome to Palm Springs. 

2. Ditto to Lily Pons 

3 . A ccepte d Donold B. Lourie r e signati on 

4 . Wrote Rob ert W. Shackle ton, former aide to G e n. L ev All en. 

5. A ccepted to be honorary patron of Netherland-Ame rican 
Foundatio n upon recommendation of State D e partme nt. 

6. Wrote Brigadier General Howard that Allen Dulles 
would be in t ouch with him. 

7 . Thanke d Charles Wi lson for r epo rt on new and used car demand. 

8 . M e ss a ge sent to winnders of Arthur S. Fle mming awards of the 
Juni or Chamber of Commerc e . 

9. Sent wr i stwatch to Col. S chulz for checking. 

10. L e tter & billfold to Gen. Snyd e r. 

11. Called for Gen . Persons, first thing this morning. 

12. Paul Hoffman s peeck on Bricker amendment, to Attorney General. 

13. Noted Chas. L indbergh's thanks for apptmt. to Brig. Gen. 

14 . Conferre d with Gov. Adams, Gen. Persons, V.Pres. Nixon, &: 
S en. Dirksen - - re McCarthy-Stevens. 

15. Governor Adams reported that he had talked to President Hoover, 
who had agreed to speak to Clarence Budington Kelland about his 
p olitical attitude. President apparently regretted he had made 
this request; said to thank Governor Adams but that matter should 
be dropped. 



Saturd a y , February 27, 1954 

1. L tt r to Rich rd Davis, Cu l· l i n g Club com p e t ition , Canada-U.S. 

2. Thank d Stan for d J oll e y fo r 11 E i se nhowe r Golf Cou rse 11 m a p . 

3. Thanked Lt. Gov. P owe r s for not e of w e lcom e to C a l. 

4. Thanked Pres . of Colombi a for inscr ibe d photo . 

5. Signe d C d r . B e ach' s f i tne s s report : 

6 . In vited .T im Sta c k to s tag dinne r , Mar. 4th - - s h ift e d Max Rabb t o Apr . 5 th . 

7. Pers. &.Conf. le tte r t o Dr. Milton . 

8. Pers.~ &. Conf. letter to G e o . Allen . 

9. Thanked T om Wats o n fo r K ing o f Eas e c hair. 

10. Letter to F re d Manni n g 

11. Letter to G e o rge S l oan thanking him for r epo r t on Venezuela. 

12. Letter to G ene ral Howard saying h ad r u n int o d i fficulty about CIA job. 

13. Letter to C ongre ssman Shafer t h anki ng h i m for letter of praise. 

14. Letter to Brooks Hay s thanking him for b iparti san viewpoint. 

15. Letter drafted accepting M r. Dod g e' s resignati on. 

16. About televisio n talk schedul e d t o b e r e corded Monday morning: 
"l don't want a s e rmon, I want a layman's tribute to whatever they are 
doing." 

17. Read report on Jenner 's recent Indiana speech to Jerry Persons, 
and asked G e n e ral P er sons to give to Charlie Halleck. 

18. Dictated paragraph for Commander Beach's fitness report. 



Mr. Roberts called, again about someone to 
take the Finance job of the Congressional Committee 
for Eisenhower. 

They have a red-hot prospect, Gilbert C. Swanson, President 
C. A. Swanson and Sons of Omaha, a packing company. 
Mr. Swanson is an independent, 48 years old, enthusiastic 
Eisenhower support~r, and his wife is sister of S enator 
Fulbright {whi ch Mr. Roberts says makes it all the better 
because in addition he has some Democrat standing). 

Mr. Howard Shepherd, Chairman of National City Bank, 
called Mr. Swanson and told him about job. Mr. Swanson 
was flattered that he was being considered. 

Geographically ideal, says Mr. Roberts. 

You met Mr. Swanson at the Thunderbird Club the other 
day. 

Yes 

1. Do you approve his selection? 
NO 

2. If so, Mr. Roberts wants either Tom or me to 
call Mr. Swanson and ask him to come to 
Washington to talk about the job. He 
thinks you would have to spend only 5 or 10 
minutes with him - Mr. Roberts and Jim 
Murphy would do the rest of it. 

Mr. Roberts wants to move rapidly on it. 

Shall Tom make call, set up appointment? 

Yes 

No 



Februa ry 24, 1954 

Dear Paul: 

We a.rrived home this morning and certainly 
wished we were still out at the Ranch ... we 
all hated to leave . 

I want you to know how very appreciative I 
am of everything you did to make our visit 
so restful and enjoyable. It was not only 
the surroundings - which were indeed beautiful -
but also the personal attention you gave us 
which made the visit to perfect . It will be 
qui te a while before we stop talking about it. 

Please remember me to Mrs. Helm£> 

With warm regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

n -, 0----

THOMAS E. STEPHENS 
Secretary to the President 

M r . Paul HelmS X 
Smoke Tree Ranch 
Palm Springs, California 



February 24, 1954 

Dear Ed: 

W e arrived in Washington this morning, 
well reated after our most enjoyable visit 
in California, 

i\nn Whitman and I want to thank you again 
for the very pleaaant luncheon yesterday 
and for your thoughtfulness in making us 
feel so much at home. You were most 
hospitable and we all a pp rec iated it ao 
much. 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely youra, 

c_t ·· t, ·y~,,,..--_ 

THOMAS E. STEPHENS 
Secretary to the President 

Mr . Edwin T. Golden _-<_ 
Tamarisk Club 

_,..:.. Palm Spring s, California 

...... --



February Z4, 1954 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Butto11c 

It is now b"ginning to eeom like a dream, 
hut the most pleasant one we ever had. 
All of u1 Join in many, many thank• for 
the superlative luncheon at the Shadow 
Mountain Club. 

Ol course you know we are completely 
spoiled !or such things as a hamburger 
on a tray at the desk! 

It wa1 terribly nice to meet you -- and 
Tom, Mary Jane and Walter joln In deep 
gratitude. 

Slncorely, 

Ann C, Whitman 
Per1onal Secretary 
to The Pre1ldent 

Mr, and Mr•. A. Ronald Button 
Suite 154 P<_ 

El Mtrador Hotel 
Palm SpPin11, California lw 



...... ,, . • - .. . , .... -· ., .. _ ._ ... 

Jalm ~pri11.9s O!ommu11itu Q1qurcq 
PALM SPRINGS. CALIFORNIA 

JAMl:8 ff . IILACK8TONI!, JJI,, D,D , 

February 23 , 1954 

The President of the United States 
Washington 
D.C. 

My Dear Mr. President: 

I want to than.~ you for honoring us in) 
) the Community Church last Sunday with your presence at the 
, mor ning service. You and Mrs. Eisenhower won the admiration , 

and respect of us all by your sincere participation in the 
various acts of wor ship. 

We trust that God's blessing will be 
upon you both , and we want you to know that as a church we 
shall be pr aying for you with a more intimate personal feeling 
than was possible before . We shall count it a privilege to 
uphold you in intercession before God's eternal throne of gr ace . 

We hope tha t you enjoyed Palm Springs enough 
to mal{ e you v.'ant to come back for a return visit. Please remember 
the doors of the church will always be open wide to receive you. 

Mrs . Blackstone enjoyed the honor of being 
asked to sit in the President 's pew. We both appreciated your 
warm friendliness . 

With my personal sincere good i.Jishes, I am 

Faithfully yours , 

~II~~ 
H. Black stone, 

JHB:lml 

• 



0 

Palm Springe, California 
February 23, l 9S4 

Dear Dr. Black1tone: 

Before we leave Palm Spring ■, Mrs. Eiaenhowor 
and I want to expreas to you our appreciation of 
the opportunity to worship on Sunday with you and 
the members of the congregation of the Palm 
S_pringa Co~mu~i~~~~!"_c...,h. It wa1 a1rivUege 
to bo wltli you ., .. ~ 

With warm regard, 

Sincerely, 

'f. 

Reverend Jame• H. Blackstone Paator . _____ ,, ____________ .- •-, ··--·•• . 

Community Church 
Palm Spring•, California 

i_; 

.Es 



- SU DAY, FEBR.UARY 14, 19H 

- D !VlNE W ORSH IP AT 9:30 A . M. II 00 A , D : A. M . 

·- LUDE - "Ff h 
)LCETSS I O_N ~ ;{ H~~ ca "

1 

_________________________________________________________ Mendelssohn 
0 W o. 14 : "S: rnd up, Scrnd up fo r Jes us" 

:OC ORSHIP 

: )M/1:J.s
0 o A D LORD 'S PRAYER 

F MELO D Y 
i·PO SIVE RE AD ING· Selection No. 612 

fHEM : " T o Thee, 0 Lord" -··----------- ________ _ 
\ YER Chancel Choir 

···-··---- ·-·- ______ ____ Rach-ma11i110/J 

:-~~~ROF ~ OD T H ROUGH TITHES A~ D OHERINGS. 
Y : TodJy God's Only-Gocrcn Son" ________ __ _____ ____________ _________ Bach 

KOLOGY 

O RAL PREPARATION FOR THE SER.v10N 
MON · " L • · \1N • ove ~.consco1nc on_ liSercy" ______ OR. JA MES H . BLACKSTONE, JR . 

;__ No _ 120 : So Lee Our lips and Lives Express" 
- 1 RAL BENEDICTION 
TL UDE : " Lord Jesus Chris t , Be Present Now" _____ _______________ ___ _______ ___ Bach 

Ushers may seat worshi pers at this time. 

NOTE) The choir w ill be exrnsed at this time as they will be singing again 
at the I I :00 o'clock ser vic~. 

E1·ENING W o.1.s 1-11P AT 7 : 30 P . M . 

-J'G SER VICE : 116, 18 5, 140 
_!PTURE READI N G 
THEM: "O Thou In Whose Presence" _____________________________________________ Lrwis 
\YER 
•RSHIP OF GOD THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
\1 : " Stoning JC LystrJ " . First in che second ser ies on life of Sc. P:iul. 
MENTS O F CON SECR f . T IO N 
JF OI CT IO N IN THE GLOW OF THE CROSS 
;TLUDE 

FLOWERS 
he beautiful fl owers in che S:inccuary chis morning wae given by Mr. Mer­
Crockecc, hon o1·in g :he bi~thd Jy of his wi fe Juani CJ. 

WELCOME TO VISITORS 

1 th e N ame of C hr is t we extend a hc1n:y welcoMe co J!l VISl tors rnd new­
ers who are worshiping wich us coday . If you did not sign che guest book 
n you enci:;-ed ch~ church, please do so before you lcJvc. If you e,cpccc _ c:i 
,:ch us J,!pin. i•.re ur:; c: you co fill out one of ch: CJrds 111 che pews rnd give 

our local address. 
• OUR BUDGET AND EXPANSION PROGr:AM 

•e are continuing to receive the res ponses on our Bud ge_t and Expans io n 
, am fo r 1954 . we hope that every member will send in a pledge card 
,r oss' !:>le ~o that we can complete the work of the Budget and 
oon f p mitte·e ~Manv have responded wi th the pledge of at least 5% 
ince :i mber h ~~e indicated a total tithe with some also making a 

a num • F d ,·. I ontribution. to the Expans10n un • 
ta C LOCKING AHEAD 

r ... • .. .... nl '\XlnT"lrPrC: r n 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The Sunday School must extend its influence, as some juvenile judge 

has aptly stated, "If you do not find a way to reach the children of 
Amer ica, U you can find no way ext grounding them In relig ion a nd morals, 
the state must take over the task in the i-nterest o! self -preservation." Let 
us do our best in furthering Christ's Kingdom in our Community, and the 
result will be national in scope. 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
The Christian Endeavor groups will meet at 6:15 p. m. The High School 

group will, by their own request, continue last week's discussion on 
"Learning to Enjoy The Bible". They will meet at the church manse, 251 
San Jacinto Road . The Junior High will meet in the church parlor with Dr. 

~ Blackstone lead ing the meeting. 
BUILDERS CLASS 

Next week, Feb. 21 the Builders class will have a picnic at Joshua· Tree 
Nationa l Monumen t. All those attending will meet at 12 :30 in the patio. 
Each will bring a picnic lunch and wear slacks and jeans. Transportation 
will be provided for those having none. All young adults are cordially in ­
vited to join the Builders class and take part in the buildi-ng !or Christ, the 
Church , Community and Christi an fellowship . 

HORSE RACING 
Many sincere residents of Palm Springs and of this desert area will be 

present at the hearings tomorrow and Tuesday at the American Legion 
Hall a-t 10 :00 a. m. to protest the proposed race tracks i-n this area. We urge 
the attendance of as many as possible and ask that Christians join in 
pPayer for this comm unity. The Protestant Ministers from Beaumont to 
'i' hermal incl ud ing all in Palm Springs, Cathedral City and Desert Hot 
Spri-ngs have signed a protest showing a un ited effort in opposing these 
tracks. Palm Springs is at the cross roads. We urge y.:iur interest and sup­
port. 

MARTIN LUTHER FILM 
The magnificent Motion Picture "Martin Luther" Is being shown foe sL'C 

d-ays only in Indio beginning Saturday, Feb. 20. A special discount olYer. 
through the Indio Lutheran Church, can be ;;ecured from our church office 
by those interested in seei ng this picture. 

MEN'S BREAKFAST CLUB 
All men are welcome to attend the in!ormal breakfast hour from 8:00 to 

9 :00 Tuesday morning. Don Macpherson will lead the devotionals this 
week. This hour is planned for fellowship and inspiration and is proving 
popular among our men. Reservations should be made by Monday noon_ 
Please call the church office (6291). Visitors are urged to participate in 
these Men's Clu-b activities as much as possible. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Vie are happy to welcome i:1to the fellowship of our church the follow­

ing, who were received at the Communion service last Sunday: Joanna Fay 
Brady, Mr. and Mrs. Raleigh Biss, Donald Biss, Mrs. P. A. Calderhe1d. Mrs. 
Gwyneth Cobb, Donna Jean Cole, Mr. a-nd Mrs- A. Belden Crist, John Dill, 
Mona Ditson, Mr. and Mrs. Charles McFarland, Richard Lee McFarland. 
Mr. antl Mrs. James Paul, Doradeen Parker, Betty Jean Rutr. Kathleen Mel­
eny Shields, Nancy A:m Sutton, Mrs. Barbara Weals. Mr. and Mrs. Willi1m 
E. Froom, associate members-

TH!IOUGK T:U: WEEJC 
TUESDAY : 7:30 p. m. Board Meeting. 
WEDNESDAY : 9:30 a . m. Miss Johnson's Bible Class. 

1 :00 p. m. Prayer Group. 
3:30 p . m. Junior Boy Choir rehearul. 
4:13 p. m. Junior High Choir rehParsal. 
7 :30 p. m. Mid-week service of prayer, praise ancl Bible study. Dr. 
Blac!,stone continues a study of some of the words of our Christian 
faith. The word th is week Is "Redempt!on." 

THURSDAY. 3:30 p. m. Junior Girls' Choir rehearsal. 
6 :30 p. m. High School Choir reh~arsal. followed by Bible Study hour. 
7 :30 o. m. Chancel Choir rPhearsal. 

FRIDAY : 6:30 p. rr. . Fe!lowshlp Class covered dish supper and "Muzikal 
Party. 

COMMUNICANTS CLASS 
A Communicants Class In instruction In prepar:!.tio_:, ror Church meMbt-r-
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February 25, 1954 

Dear .Q.~i:.~_!hy and Paul: 
.x A-, 

Mamie and I spent last evening discussing every 
detail of our wonderful visit with you, and came to 

, . 

the conclusion all over again that it was one of the 
happiest of our vacations. The Hoffman-Helms 
touch seemed to have been everywhere to insure our 
comfort and pleasure, and I am inclined to suspect 
that you even had a few quiet words with the weather­
man. 

A s I am sur e you both know, we relaxed in the six 
days we were with you in a manner that I would have 
thought impo FJ s ible. As Paul says, the mountains 
have been here a much longer time than any one of us, 
and our problems, big as they sometimes seem, are 
dwarfed by their majesty and beauty. I only hope a 
little of that philosophy will cling to me as I plow 
through the mountain of work I find on my desk. 

Mamie j oins me in heartfelt thanks for everything rou 
did for u ~, and in affectionate regard to you both. 

Sincerely, 

~ (Jl-1 i .f <; 
Mr. and Mrs. P aul G. Hoffman 
1500 El Mirador Drive 

----•-. 

P asadena 3, California 

1/ r l J 1 ,,. i# 
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February Z7, 1954 

PERSON A L AND CONFit>ENTIAL 

Dear G e or1e: 

In view of what you t e ll me about your welaht on February fir•t, 
I am dhcouraged ln my effor t • to get you down to rea•onable 
elze. I thln,k w e had bette r call off our arran1ement for the 
time being. U you want to sta r t it again, all you have to do h 
to prove that by April first you have lost ten pounds of your 
present weight. There h no aens e a t all in keeping a record of 
your March first becau•e you haven't been trying. However, I 
will be alad to renew the arran1ement a t any time you are really 
going to put your heari lnto it. 

The papers have made quite a atory out of Sid buying a lot of 
New York Central stock. Yesterday h e was quoted as aayin&, 
"It h gettin1 to be terrible when a man can't invest ten million 
dollars without caudng a lot of fus e and talk ." 1 thought Sid 
was smarter than that. Ten million dollars will make a fus• 
no matter what you do with it. 

A• you can well bna1lne , the fight over control of the New Yor~ 
Central ha• gotten •tiff e nough that the well-meaning, voluntary, 
advisers -- to say nothing of the plain 10• sips- - have been 
bringing me many s t orie • about it. · When I see you, I' 11 tell 

you about t,hem. 

Give my lov~ to Mary, and remember th,at I will be expecting you 

by noon of the s ixt,h. 

Mr. George .e=. Allen 
Gen ral t>elivery 
La Q\Jlnta, Calliornla 

• 

As ever, 



"/'/u ,c.:rzz, -/4./~ ( ,, 
0 . - . 
f-72<t' orJ ,:'c, h✓...-!'✓. ✓r- _fi,d _£_,..,,,_, •. ,. -, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Charlie Willis had the most delightful evening 
of his life. He tells me you discussed with 
Mr. Reuther and Mr. Meany our old idea of 
getting together a dinner of people who work 
with their hands. (Attached is a letter which 
just came in about it too). 

Couldn't we try again? Would you want to / 
ask Reuther and Meany to w o rk up list? V 

Or I still go back to the idea I thought wO"',. 
the best one -- ; C 

• "-. • Henry. Ford (or any of • 
• • automobile people) - assembly line man 

• Paul Helms - a baker 
Charles Tompkins -- a carpenter 
Bob Woodruff - someone from Coca Cola 
Charles Hook - some steel worker 

_Arthur H~s-S"'1,e-beYg @r :a pri~~-
Schooie - a paper box man 
Bob Kleberg - some foreman from ranch 
Sid Richardson - oil driller 
Philip Reed - GE worker, scientist ? 
Harry Darby - some one who does something 

with cattle ~ 
Fred Gurley - engineer _ . __ _ 

etc. + c 

~~ ~~~-~--

./3e;1 / 



... .... 

for i nfo rma t i on - - nothing to b e said I 

H I F. W H IT E H O U S f 

M~ y 7 9 I 6 Mi , 5 ~ 
REC EIV ED 

5, 19 54 

Dear Mr. President : 

I received your letter with reference to the 
p r oposed "co-workers" stag dinner. This 
m atter has been kept confidential and you can 
c ount on our cooperation should you decide to 
ha v e such a dinner at some future date. 

L i ke a forest fire, apparently the hearings will 
need to burn themselves out before any specific 
s t atement can be made - outside of general 
policy which you have already made plain, but 
w i ll probably need to repeat. At the present 
time the affair seems pitiful. 

T he President 
T he White House 
Washington, D. C. 

w&Zds, ~,,n 

@ 



PAUL H . HELMS 

eeoo V E NI C E l!IOU LE VAR0 

LOS ANGELES 3◄ CALIFORNIA 

D e ar Mr. President: 

HIF. WHITE HOUS E 

MAY 7 9 16 AH '54 
HECEJVED 

May 5, 1954 

I received your letter with reference to the 
proposed 11 c o -workers II stag dinner. This 
matter has been kept confidential and you can 
c ount on our cooperation should you decide to 
have such a dinner at some future date. 

L i ke a forest fire, apparently the hearings will 
need to burn themselves out before any specific 
s t atement can be made - outside of general 
policy which you have already made plain, but 
w i ll probably need to repeat. At the present 
t i me the affair seems pitiful. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. President: 

PAUL H . HELMS 

8800 Vl!: NI CI!: B0ULl!:VAR0 

LOS ANGELES 3◄ CALIF'ORNIA 

I ,1f: WHITE HOUSE 

/~PR 2~ 9 07 Mi 'S tJ 

RECEIVED 

April 22, 1954 

Your thought of an informal stag dinner at the White House for 
working people of different vocations, abilities and geographical 
location i s excellent. I suggest it should be very informal and 
not even black tie. 

I know your friends throughout the country would be most willing 
to make suggestions of the right type of per sons who would be 
representative of the co-workers in the various fields. I will be 
pleased to pay the expenses of the young man we would select to 
go to Washington for such an occasion. 

We have an organization of approximately 2, .000 co-workers and 
after giving the subject careful thought I am enclosing the biography 
of a young man, Robert Nicolait, from our organization who divides 
his time each week between our two bakeries, working in various 
production departments. He is well liked, intelligent, could add to 
such a conference and on his return would be of increased value not 
only to our company but also to our community and our government. 

I believe that a dinner of this character if given once will need to be 
repeated for other groups. Therefore this must be considered. 
There is no question in my mind that the plan has great plus values. 

With my very best regards to you, 

The President 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 



Condensed B iography 

Robert N icolait 
6464 Fireb rand Street 

P AU L H . H EL M S 

eeoo Vl!:NICI!: eOULl!:VAR0 

LOS ANOEL!:S 3 "" CALl,,-ORN IA 

Los A n geles 45, Cal ifornia 

Born in Irvington , N ew J erse y 

32 years of age 

Married - 2 childr en , boy and gi rl 

Father I s name: Euge n e B. Nicola i t 
Born in Germany (American citizen) 

Mother I s name: Eva H. C arbon ne 
Born in N ew Yo r k - Itali an extraction 

Bob's father was br ought t o this country as a boy by his uncle who 
was a baker in New Y o r k. The father learned t he baking trade in 
this country and r o s e throu gh his own industry and initiative to a 
prominant place in the baking industry. Bob is the youngest of two 
brothers and he decided to follow his father in the baking industry. 

Bob is representative of the modern, scientific baker we need today 
in the baking indust ry. He prepared for his future work by acquiring 
an excelle nt s ci e ntific college education and then worked as a practi­
cal baker in s mall bakeries and in a baking laboratory. 

He works well w ith his hands and is shoulder to shoulder with his 
co-workers. He i s skilled in ·many departments of baking. He has 
an inquiring , libe r al mind and is interested in industrial and com­
munity affair s. He is a typical small home owner and a handy man 
about the h ouse . 

He is a t h i rd g e ner ation baker. 

He served in t he Navy dur ing World War II. 



Doai· Paul i 

THE WHIT E HOU SE 
WA S HIN G TON 

Au1U9ta, 
April 21, 

Oeorgla. 

1954. 0 
A• I may have mentioned to you, I have lona wanted to 
slve a •mall ata1 dinner at th• W bite, Houee for working 
peopl• of different vocation,, abUltie1 t.nd geosraphical 
locaUon. • F.very time the 1ubject haa come up, we have 
arrived at an impa110 ln trying to llnd a completely ac­
ceptable way to brlna toaether such a aroup. 

It now occur• to me that some of my friend• throughout 
the country ml;ht be wlllln1 to help in a1aembling a group 
of thh kind. Would you, for example, be willing to select 
1ome individual from your company -• I think immediately 
of a baker - - and would you think it would be an lmpoaition 
lf I a1ked you to pay hl1 expen1e1 to come to Wa1hington 
for auch an event? I think we ou1ht to count on the people 
beln1 ln Wa1hln1ton for at leaet two ntaht• and a day, ■ o 
that 1ome eort ot a ll1bt1eeln1 tour could be arranaed for 
them the day after the dinner. 

The ,election of the individual l would leave entirely to you, 
of course, but I mt1bt aay that 1 would like a man who i• 
fairly young and vitally lntere1ted not only in hie own prob­
lem•, hut tho1e of hl• community and our 1ovet"nment. 

I'd like very much to have your reaction to thia eu11e•tion, 
and I want to a11ure you that 1 would completely u.nderetand 
U for any rea19n you felt it wa• not fea•lble for you to 
partlcipite. For the time belna J would prefer that • 



THE WHI TE HOU SE 
WA S HINGTON 

Mr. Paul Helm, • 2. 

you keep the matter confldentlal, alnce we r~"l&Y find 1ome 
argument a1aln1t the plan auch ae to make it impractical or 
unwlae. 

Tentatively I have eet alide the night of June eighth for tho 
dinner. I would, o! course, send a pe•toruil invitation to the 

:t: :r:•::~onal ugard, ' 0 

Mr. Paul Helm•, 
H lm1 Bakeries, 
8800 Venic:e Boulevard, 
Loa Anaele•, California. 

Sincerely. 

P. s. r I am encloelng a list of the people we hope to 
set tog ther -- at lea,t •• we presently vhuallze the affair. 

P. S • II: 1 am writing thla particular letter only to three 
indlviduah. If I obtain adver•• reaction, from any of you, 
I will probably drop the whole matter. 



COPY OF LIST SE NT TO P AUL H ELMS WITH LETTER OF APRIL 20, 1954 . 

list to Paul Hoffman and Woodruff ide n tica l , exc pt t h eir name appeared on top. 
SUGGESTED SPONS OR VOC A TI ON L OCATION 
1. Paul H lms 

2. Paul Hoffman 

3. Robert Woodr uff 
s 

4. Clarence J . S c ho o 

5. I. Jack Straus 

6. S id Richard son 

7. Ro y Howard 

8. Walter Reuther 

9. George Meany 

10. David Mc D onald 

11. Guy Brown 

12. Robert Kle b e r g 

13 . 

• 14. 

15. Harry Dar by 

Not include d on list but P r e side nt 
approved idea of asking 

15. Jackie Rob ins on 

Baker 

M echanic 

Someone e n gaged 1n 
C oca C o l a 
pro duction or sales 

For e man pap e r 
box fa ctor y 

Cl e rk - Ma c y's 

Oil driller 

Printer 

Ass e mbly lin e man 

Truck driv e r or 
br i cklaye r or 
c arp e nte r 

Stee l worke r 

Locomotive engineer 

Ranch foreman 

Fir e man 

Policeman 

Farmer 

B c1 eball player 

California 

Indiana 

G e orgia 

M ass a chusett s 

N e w Yor k 

T e xas 

Mic h igan 

P e nnsylvania 

Texas 

Washington 

Washington 

Kansas 



May 3. 1954. 

Dear Paul: 

Thank you for your prompt reeponee to my idea 
about stag dinners. How~ver, after ta.lkins the 
matter over with various members of my staff 
and after receiving Faul Hoffman's reaction to 
the proposal, I think I •hall defer the whole mat­
ter until next fall. Paul's feeling ia that there 
might be some hazard in holding a dinner for 
" little" people -- and I must say I agree with 
him. Perhaps next year we mi,iht try a din-
ner to combine various segmente of industry, -­
the head of a company, some o( 'the department 
heads, and eome of the worlanen. 

At any l'ate, for the time being I am tabling the 
proposition. .A gain, my gratitude for your 
enthusiastic and cooperative reply. 

With warm regard, 

Mr. Paul H. Helms, 
8800 Venice Boulevard, 
Lo• Angeles, California. 

As ever, 

r"'e reonal and Confidential 

0 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Paul Hoffman's reaction to your stag 
dinner idea. 

(I had the same feeling that he mentions in 
paragraph # 3, that you might be criticized 
for "condescension" (for want of a better word). 
Jim Hagerty thought! was crazy when I 
b ·rought it up. My thought then was to 
bring in 2-3 big industrial leaders at same 
dinner). 

## ## ## 

Shall we go ahead (Letter to Mr. Schoo 
sample)? 

Somebody like Homer or Bill Draper to 
be ass i gned to the business of welcoming 
them , rooms , tour ? 



May 3. 1954. 

Dear P aul : 

Many thank• for your letters of the thirtieth. 
I think that, a1 ,uual, your reaction ii the 
rlaht one a.nd that we might be open to a 
charge of " concieaceneion" if we went ahead 
with the stag dinner on the bash I proposed. 
P erhapa next fall I shall be able to find some 
way to avoid such a pitfall. 

Tom Stephens will get in touch with you 

regarding your proposed committee. o/·••"" 
With warm regard, 

Mr . P aul Hoffman, 
1500 El Mlrador Drive, 
P asadena 3, 
Ca lifornia. 

As ever. 



PAUL GRAV HOFFMAN 

Dear Mr. Presi.dent: 

1500 El Mi.rador Drive 
Pasadena 3, California 
April 30, 1954 

Your letter of Apri.l 20th, written fr om Augusta, 
i.n which you speak on a confidential basis of the small 
stag dinner you are planning for working people of dif ­
ferent vocations, has just caught up with me. 

Quickly may I state that I would be delighted 
and honored to select from among our fifteen thousand 
employees a mechanic who would meet the specifications 
you suggest, and we would, of course, be glad to pay 
his expenses to Washington. 

You ask for my reaction to the proposal. It is 
mixed. I am certai.n that every person who attended 
such a dinner would come away with a much better 
understanding of you and your program and as a con­
sequence become an enthusiastic supporter. On the 
other hand, there is, I believe, some hazard in holding 
a single dinner for "little" people following a long series 
of dinners attended by "big" people with a considerable 
percentage of those "big" people from big business. I 
believe, in order to get balance, you would have to hold 
several such dinners. 

As an alternative, you might want to consider 
trying out some 11 mixed 11 dinners this fall. For example, 
a dinner in which you would have seven or eight employers, 
balanced off by about the same number of employees, 
might bring forth some discussion that would be really 
interesting. 

If you do go ahead with the dinner, 
honored to have one of our men included. 

Sincerely 
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I KE & ALIENS? 
A FEW FACTS ABOUT A PERSISTENT RUMOR 

One of the fir-et conclueione e.ny impar­

titl observer must make about the present 

i ot at e of civilian UFOlogy is that rumor and 

circumstance play far too great a role in 

what ought to be a more exacting quest for 

knowledge. It is undoubtedly just such an 

observation which once led Dr. Carl Sagan 

to comment dryly th.at UFOs "are more a mat­

ter for religion and superstition t han they 

nre for science." While this dismissal is 

perhaps unscientific in its ow right, the 

point ie veil taken. Attend any gathering 

of "UFO people" that you want, and simply 

listen . Rumors abound. 

Perhaps vorse, ho"1ever, is that some 

of these rumor• manage to circulate for 

yeara (even decades) vithout anyone making 

even a ree.eonable effort to get to the bot­

tom of them. 

One of the most persistent of these 

rumora is n story that President Eisenhowr, 

in the early part of 1954, visited Ed"1ards 

Air Force Base (then kno'Wil as Nu.roe) in Cal­

ifornia and either viewed the bodies of dead 

aliens and the wreckage of their oraehed 

craft, or met vith live aliens on some sort 

of diplomatic mission to earth. The story 

talces many forme, \Ii.th the common thread 

being that the . preeident m.ysteriously disap­

peared one evening while on a vacation to 

Palm Springs, California, end that he wae 

epirited up to Muroc to view (or meat) aliens. 

It is said that he was returned to Palm Spr­

inge by dawn and that shortly thereafter he 

ordered absolute secrecy about anything hav­

ing to do with the subject or uros. The 

story is even repeated, with considerable 

variation, in the forthcoming Disney movie 

"~~ Science Project" (Touchstone Films). 

Cont. on page 3.-------



FOCUS 4-30-85 

"Ike . . . " Cont . from pg.l 

While it has not 

yet been poeei bl e to get 

to the bottom or this 

parti cular rumor, NP 

--------------- has managed to make some 
progreas . From res earch conducted both at 

Palm Springs and at the Eisenhower Memorial 

Library in Abilene, Kansas, t he folloving 

facts ha.Te emergedi 

(1) Pres ident Ei senhower did indeed make 

a trip to Palm Springs between February 17th 

end 24th, 1954, and on the evening of Satur­

day, February 20th, he did disappear. Sever­

al members of the press caught \dnd or the 

faot that the pre1ident vas not vbere he 

should be and rumors r an rampant that he had 

either died or vas HrioWlly ill. The story 

even an.aged to get onto As~ociat&d Prass' 

Nev York state wire before being killed mom­

enta later. To quell t he fuse, iolhite House 

Presa Secretary Jamee Haggerty called a late 

evening press confer ence at the Mirador Hotel 

to announce ffeolemnly " that the president had 

been enjoying tried chicken earlier that eve­

ning, had knocked a cap oft a tooth, and had 

been taken to a local dent i st for treatment. 

The president turned up tor church early the 

next morning, casting asi de vhatever linger­

ing doubts there may have been about the aff­

air . According to &.ggerty's personal diary 

for Feb 20, 19541 
ffAt Pal.m Springs - }7ee broke cap ott 
tooth - had it t i xed at local dentist -
Dr. C • Purcell - AP, tro11 Syracuse, 
flashed Pree. Eisenbover died tonight 
ot ah art attack at Palm Springe' -
someone tooling around wi t h t el type -
moved on open state wire - oau.sed some 
hell but AP killed it 2 minutea later -

• • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • * • • • * • 
* * • * • • • • • * • • • * • 
* • • • • • 
* • • • 
* • • • • • • • • • • * * • • • • "' * • • ,or 

• • • • • • • • • • 
* * * • * * * • • * • • • • • • • • • 
* • * • 
* • 
* • • • * • • • .• • • 
"' • • • 

~ 

Called AP flew York offices f or ex­
planation and to demand A .full report . " 

(2 ) Although the Palm Springe trip vaa 

billed as a vacati on for t he president , the 

trip appears t o have come up r at her suddenly. 

In addi t i on, i t is a matter of record t hat 

Ike had returned f rom a quail-shooting vaca­

tion in Georgi a lees than a week before l eav­

ing for Palm Springs . 

(3) While the incidence or a local denti : 

being called upon to treat the President o~ t h 

United States is unusual enough that it should 

constitute a rather memorable event for t hose ' 

involved, Dr. Purcell's vidov (during a June, 

1979 interview with Moore) vaa curioualy una~- I 

to recall any specifics relating to her hus- I 
band's alleged treatment of the president • 

response to simple questions relating to t he 

time of day, the nature of the president's pr 

blem, the number of times her husband had tr€ 

ated the president, or even whether the pres i 

ent had been brought to her husband's office 

or her husband had been taken to the preeiden 
rooms at Smoke Tree Ranch, she could only rep 

that she vaa ''unable to recall n. Yet her mem 

ory appeared riawless when asked to relate 

details of her and her husband's attendance 

(by presidential invitation) at an outdoor 

steak fry the following enning, where her j 
husband vas introduced to ttie press and other 

BS •the dentist who had treated the praaidan, 
Thie would appear to suggest a cover story, 

I 
the details ot whi.oh would haTe easily been 

repeated at the time, but quite naturally ro1 
gotten a quarter century later . 

(4) Reeearch at the Eieenhover Library 

has unoov red two other t eote vbioh are in­

consistent vith the denti st ·,toey. The tiret 

Cont. p~. 4 . . .. 
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• "Ike ... " Cont . from~ t ually claimed to have been At J·h.lroc in t he 
* 

FOCUS 4-30-65 

ia that whi l e the library -

maintains an extensi v0 
.. 

index of records r elating ~ 
,f-

* to the president 's health , 4 

"' X, 

there is no record of any ~ 
0. 
u 

dental "WOrk having been performed at a.11 in * 
f : ·I Februery of 1954 . A file on "Dentists" in the * 
h ~ 

President' s Pe rsontl File also contains nothing: 
,:, 

on any visit to Dr. Purcell either. Secondly, : 
l;t 

there is a large file at the library containing! 
'~ copies of all sorta of acknowledgements end ; 
* thank-you notes vhich vere sent by the White "' 
"' :i, 

Hous e to people vho had something to do vith : 
lQC 

t he Palm Springs trip. (A fev of these were : 
l;t 

handvritten by the president himself.) There : 

are l etters, for example, to people vho sent 

flowers , people who met the airplane, peo?le 

* * * * * 
* ::, 

• • • • • • • • • 

company of several di gni ta.ri ee and to nave 

seen the aaucera and t he a.lien l!I hir.iae l f, 

Light's letter has ~on controversial for 

years and has turned u~ in all aorta of places 

(including The Roevell Incident, in which see 

pp . 116-118 for the complete text). I~veetiga­

tion into 11r. Light' e background, ho""ever, 

turns up the fnct that he vae an elderly psy­

chic and mystic kno\lJ'l in such circles as "Dr. 

Kappa", and that he believed psychic out-of-

body experiences (OBEe) vere a logical exten-

aion of the reality of life and should be tre-

ated ae such. Light's alleged visit to Huroc 

WB.8 juet such an experience. 

And so the investigation comes to a dead 

end. Clearly something occurred involving 

President F..ieenhower on the evening of Febr-~­

a.ry 20, 1954. Whether it was a trip to the 

dentist, a trip to Mu.roe, or something alto-

gather different and unrelated, remains a 

~ho bad offer ed to play golf (or even chess) 

\ll.th t he president , etc., etc . There is even 

a thank-you letter to the minister vho pre­

sided over the Sunday service attended by the : matter of conjecture. 

pres ident . Yet there is no record of any sort 

of thank-you or acknowledgement having been 

sent to t he "dentist ;,ho treated the preai- · 

dent" . If the matter vere as routine as Hag­

gerty attempts to make it appear, then the 

absence of these records seems curiously in­

consistent. 

(5 ) The rumor of the president and his 

a lleged visit to Muroc ia not a nev one. Its 

beginnings can be traced to UFO contactee­

fringe literature vhi ch appeared lesa than 

tvo months after Ike's Palm Springs trip. 

Head Layne, De elJ)()nd Leslie end George Hunt 
1 •.Jilliwnaon all vrote" about it . So did a str-

ange f ellow nBmed Gerald Light, who, in a 
1 

letter to La.yne dated April 16th, 1954, Aot -

• ,;, 

f**** .. *********~••c••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
,:r 

• ,:, 

"' ~ 
-FOCUS editor and FWP Vice-President Evan Hsy-­
vorth has resigned from both positions effect­
ive the end of M.ay. Hayvorth cited personal 
reasons for his resignation and has offered 
to remain vi.th the Project as a field investi­
gator. Meanwhile, FWP President vi.11 fill in 
aa acting editor until a replacement can be 
arranged. Hay,.JOrth' s resignation caused a 
delay in the publication of thia issue. 

-The FWP Executive Board has voted to grant 
Proj eot Board Member and Atlantic Regional 
Director Stanton T. Friedman the sum ot $200 
to help offset the costs of his research eff­
orts to uncover official Co.nadian and AmericNi 
historical documents relnting to rroe. 

-Projflct Dirootor Nie P. l-iucnuson. is the proud • 
father of a new baby bo1, Patrick Jay, born 
on March 21 , 1985. Congratulations, Nici 


